PARKING AND TRAFFIC COMMISSION MEETING
Wednesday, May 04, 2022 at 3:30 PM
94 N. Washington Street, Sonora, CA 95370
(209) 532-4541

AGENDA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sonora Parking and Traffic Commission will have a meeting on
Wednesday, May 4, 2022 at 3:30 PM in the City of Sonora Council Chambers located at 94 N.
Washington Street Sonora, CA 95370.
NOTICE: THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION
52953(E) AND THE CITY OF SONORA CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 04-18-2022-A.
THIS MEETING IS PHYSICALLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY
PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING VIA VIDEO CONFERENCING AT:
Zoom Meeting Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8530647586
Dial: (253)215-8782
Meeting ID: 853 064 7586
AND WILL BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT.
THIS MEETING WILL BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND WILL BE AVAILABLE VIA ZOOM. IT WILL
ALSO BE LIVE STREAMED ON THE CITY'S WEBSITE AT www.sonoraca.com.
Written comments can be submitted to be included as part of the administrative record; they will not be
read during the meeting. All comments must be received by 3:00 pm on the day of the noticed meeting
and can be submitted to the Deputy City Clerk at 94 N. Washington Street Sonora, CA 95370 or via
email to administration@sonoraca.org.
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CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS)
The public may address the Committee on any item of public interest not otherwise on the agenda that
is within the jurisdiction of the City. No action may be taken. Matters to be addressed may be referred
to City Staff or placed on a subsequent meeting Agenda. Speakers are limited to a three (3) minute
presentation. If participating via Zoom, please raise your hand using the Raise Your Hand feature or
dial *9 (*6 to unmute).
NEW BUSINESS
1.

Consideration of request from Lee and Valerie Shuemake to survey Morningstar Drive so that
radar can be used by the Sonora Police Department and the implementation of speedbumps.

2.

Consideration of request from Christine Halley to designate McCormick Dr. parking to only one
side of the road.

3.

Consideration of request from Jeffrey Michels to dedicate parking on South Green Street to 15
minute parking for Hotel Lumberjack registration.

4.

Consideration of request from Wildbud Co. to turn a parking space behind Wildbud Co. on Stewart
St. into a loading zone.

5.

Consideration of request from Wildbud Co. to designate a section of parking behind Wildbud Co.
on Stewart Street to a dumpster that will be shared with Sierra Outdoor Outfitters.

ADJOURNMENT
In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need assistance to participate in this
meeting, contact the Deputy City Clerk at (209) 532-4541; jsmith@sonoraca.org. Notification 48 hours
prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to insure accessibility to this
meeting (28CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II.)
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted after distribution of the agenda packet are
available for public inspection in the City Administrator’s Office at 94 N. Washington Street,
Sonora, CA 95370 during normal business hours (8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays). The agenda and supporting public documents are also available on our City
website www.sonoraca.com listed under the agenda/minutes link on the Government page.
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Item 1.

PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION
AGENDA REPORT
MEETING DATE:

May 4, 2022

TO:

The Parking & Traffic Commission

FROM:

Lee and Valerie Shuemake

SUBJECT:

Morningstar Dr. Radar and Speedbumps

RECOMMENDATION
Consideration of request from Lee and Valerie Shuemake to survey Morningstar Drive so that radar can
be used by the Sonora Police Department and the implementation of speedbumps.
DISCUSSION
On February 8, 2022, Lee and Valerie Shuemake stated:
“We live in the Morningstar neighborhood where there is excessive speeding. Continuously, we have
spoken with the Sonora Police Department, and they have instructed us to contact you, the City of
Sonora, to discuss the following items:
1. Survey road so radar can be used by SPD.
2. Speedbumps
The speeding is a serious safety concern and a significant quality of life issue.”
This item was brought before the City Administrator by email in November of 2021, and below is
the Gerard Fuccillo’s, the City Engineer’s, perspective on the request.
“…I have reviewed the below emails and would like to give you my thoughts on the Morning Star
Drive Safety Issue. I would not recommend the placement of speed bumps on Morning Star Drive
for the following reasons:
1. Speed bumps should only be used in private roads and parking lots where the desired speeds
are less than 15 MPH.
2. Morning Star Drive is a public residential collector street with a speed limit of 25 mph. It would
not be possible for the PD to enforce a speed limit of less than 25 mph under the Vehicle Code on
this street without a specific warrant study for a safety hazard.
3. The placement of speed bumps on Morning Star Drive could potentially create a greater safety
hazard than presently exists for vehicular, motorcycle and bicycle accidents along with associated
liability for the City.
4. The placement of speed bumps would increase traffic noise complaints especially at night in the
area of the speed bumps.
5. Speed bumps can also create damage and delay to emergency and larger vehicles. Morning
Star Drive is a two-lane residential collector street 32' in width, with sidewalk and parking
one-side. It was originally required to connect the downtown to Greenley Road in order to take
traffic off of Lyons Street. Restriction of traffic on Morning Star Drive would just add traffic to Lyons
Street where we have a similar speed problem.

3

In years past when this same issue has come up, the City increased enforcement, added the 3 Item 1.
way Stop signs at Morning Star Court, and added special “Slow Down, Residential Area “ signs at
both approaches to the residential area. Perhaps we should try increased enforcement again along
with more slow down signs before we create a traffic hazard with the speed bumps.
Maybe a solar flasher light on the slow down sign might help getting the drivers attention. We do
have a similar speed problem on other residential streets...”
The City Engineer still does not currently recommend speed bumps for the reasons stated above and for
the safety issue created, as well as the noise in the area. The residential section of Morning Star Drive, as
presently signed, qualifies as a Residential District under the Vehicle Code, and 25 MPH can be enforced.
If one were to do a Radar Speed Study of Morning Star Drive, the speed limit would likely increase to 35
MPH. Increasing the amount of “Slow Down, Residential Area” signs is the alternative recommendation in
addition to public notification of enforcement of the current 25 MPH speed zone.
FISCAL IMPACT
Public Work’s assessment of cost was approximately $500 for six tons of asphalt, $1600 for labor, $100 for
paint, and $1,200 for signs, amounting to $3,400.
ATTACHMENTS
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Item 2.

PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION
AGENDA REPORT
MEETING DATE:

May 4, 2022

TO:

The Parking & Traffic Commission

FROM:

Christine Halley

SUBJECT:

McCormick Dr. Parking Designation

RECOMMENDATION
Consideration of request from Christine Halley to designate McCormick Dr. parking to only one side of
the road.
DISCUSSION
On January 10, 2022, Christine Halley stated:
“Make McCormick Dr. parking on one side only. Through traffic is greatly hindered by allowing parking
on both sides of the street. Over the past several weeks, trash trucks have had to slow to a stop when
encountering cars parked on both sides of the street. They literally had only inches to get through. My
fear is that, in case of a fire or medical emergency, large emergency vehicles will be unable to
complete their duty.”
City Engineer, Gerard Fuccillo, reviewed this matter in the field and agreed that McCormick Drive should
reserve parking to only one side of the street. He recommended that the City designate the uphill, or cut
side, for no parking; the permit parking would be reserved to the downhill, fill side, of the street where
there are widened shoulders. Two traveled lanes of at least nine (9) feet each should be preserved for
opposite lane travel and trucks.
He noted that current City subdivision standards require forty (40) feet in width for parking on both sides,
and thirty-two (32) feet in width for parking on one side. However, Elks Hill is an older County subdivision,
later annexed to the City (in the 1970s) with narrower streets. He recommended that for low volume
streets in subdivisions, the City should consider reduced widths and parking in shoulders so that they have
two traveled lanes for passing and trucks.
FISCAL IMPACT
Public Work’s assessment of cost was approximately $3,000 for ten signs and $1,000 for labor, amounting
to $4,000.
ATTACHMENTS
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Item 3.

PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION
AGENDA REPORT
MEETING DATE:

May 4, 2022

TO:

The Parking & Traffic Commission

FROM:

Jeffrey Michels

SUBJECT:

S. Green St. Parking Designation

RECOMMENDATION
Consideration of request from Jeffrey Michels to dedicate parking on South Green Street to 15 minute
parking for Hotel Lumberjack registration.
DISCUSSION
On September 16, 2021, Jeffrey Michels stated:
“We would like for the City to kindly consider transferring the two spaces adjacent to the hotel parking
lot to be dedicated spaces for hotel registration – 15-minute parking. Currently these spaces are being
used by local residents who park and leave their vehicles for very long periods of time (days). This
change would greatly help out daily operations.”
City Engineer, Gerard Fuccillo, supported dedicating the parking as requested.
FISCAL IMPACT
Public Work’s assessment of cost was approximately $600 for two signs and $400 for labor, amounting to
$1,000.
ATTACHMENTS
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Item 4.

PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION
AGENDA REPORT
MEETING DATE:

May 4, 2022

TO:

The Parking & Traffic Commission

FROM:

Wildbud Co.

SUBJECT:

Stewart St. Loading Zone

RECOMMENDATION
Consideration of request from Wildbud Co. to turn a parking space behind Wildbud Co. on Stewart St.
into a loading zone.
DISCUSSION
On August 3, 2021, Wildbud Co. stated:
“[We are] looking to have the parking space directly behind Wildbud turned into a loading zone. We
have daily deliveries and large weekend deliveries where a loading zone would be of great help.
We also offer curbside pickup and would love a place for our customers to pull up.”
City Engineer, Gerard Fuccillo, supported creating a loading zone on Stewart St. similar to the one south
of Bradford Ave., on Washington St. He recommended the first parking space, south of Bradford, on
Stewart Street for the best access and impact on traffic.
FISCAL IMPACT
Public Work’s assessment of cost was approximately $300 for one sign and $200 for labor, amounting to
$500.
ATTACHMENTS
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Item 5.

PARKING & TRAFFIC COMMISSION
AGENDA REPORT
MEETING DATE:

May 4, 2022

TO:

The Parking & Traffic Commission

FROM:

Wildbud Co.

SUBJECT:

Stewart St. Dumpster Designation

RECOMMENDATION
Consideration of request from Wildbud Co. to designate a section of parking behind Wildbud Co. on
Stewart Street to a dumpster that will be shared with Sierra Outdoor Outfitters.
DISCUSSION
On August 12, 2022, Wildbud Co. stated:
“We would like to request a dumpster to ‘live’ in an empty spot on the street in-between 2 parking
spaces. One of the spaces is our proposed loading zone. This dumpster will be shared with Sierra
Outdoor Outfitters. This will also eliminate 3 XL trashcans that live on that sidewalk.”
City Engineer, Gerard Fuccillo, recommended the Commission deny this request. The parking markings of
Stewart Street are similar to the parking marking system on Washington Street, where we have a small
space with no parking for every two parking spaces. This is called a “buddy” parking system which is
intended to eliminate the requirement of having to back into a parking space. With the space either before
or after the marked parking space, one can always head straight into the space and maneuver to the
parking area. This parking system is necessary for safety and reduces congestion by eliminating the need
to back into a parking space.
Mr. Fuccillo further recommended that a larger solution to the overall placement of dumpsters and
garbage on public streets and sidewalks be considered by City Council at a later date, as an overall policy
being adopted is vital to public convenience and safety as well as aesthetics.
FISCAL IMPACT
Public Work’s assessment of cost was approximately $300 for one sign and $200 for labor, amounting to
$500.
ATTACHMENTS
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