
 
 
 

 

 
 

Open House to receive Public Input on the proposed 35% design plans for the 
Red Church Pedestrian Safety and Circulation Improvement Project 

City of Sonora Council Chambers 
94 N. Washington Street 

Sonora, CA 95370 
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm – Tuesday, December 11, 2018 

 
Background 
 
Willdan Engineering has been retained by the City of Sonora to provide civil engineering design services 
to improve pedestrian safety of the intersection of Washington Street (Highway 49), Snell Street and 
Elkins Street near the Red Church. There have been several vehicle/pedestrian injury accidents in the 
recent past which have prompted the City to seek improvements to the way the intersection is 
designed. 
 
Meeting to present Project and to answer questions 
 
You are invited to an open house beginning at 4:00 p.m. at the Sonora City Council Chambers where 
both City and Willdan Engineering staff will be present to review the initial project design and to answer 
any questions that citizens may have concerning the project’s proposed 35% design plans. 
 
Next Steps 
 
Following the Open House on Tuesday December 11, 2018, the proposed 35% design will be presented 
to the Sonora City Council at their meeting Monday, December 17, 2018 beginning at 5:00 pm in the 
Sonora City Council Chambers.  
 
After receiving direction from the City Council at the December 17, 2018 meeting, Willdan Engineering 
will submit the proposed 35% design to Caltrans for their review and comment.  
 
Once comments from Caltrans concerning the proposed 35% design are received, Willdan Engineering 
will work with City staff to produce the final engineering plans, specifications and engineer’s estimate 
for review and approval by both Caltrans and the City Council at a later date in early Spring 2019. 
 
The goal of this project is to be able to submit an application to the California Transportation 
Commission for Construction Funding in April 2019, with construction anticipated to begin in Fall 2019. 
 
Objectives of the Project 
 



 

 To improve the visibility of pedestrians wishing to cross Washington Street to motorists 

 To improve the ability of employees and customers of affected businesses near the intersection 

to enter and exit their driveways safely 

 To improve the alignment of Snell Road to be more perpendicular to Washington Street (square 

up the intersection) 

 To verify that any proposed improvements to the intersection allow the intersection to be 

navigated safely by all legal vehicles (maximum 40 feet long by law), including commercial 

vehicles and school buses 

 To add “Bulb-outs” to the sidewalk at the crosswalk in front of City Hall to make pedestrians 

more visible 

 To improve the safety of pedestrians using the crosswalk near the City parking garage by 

directing the north entrance to the parking garage to be one way in and the south exit of the 

parking garage to be one way out (both are two way today) 

 To improve the access ramps for the entire intersection to comply with ADA (Americans with 

Disabilities Act) requirements 

 To improve the safety of pedestrians by including traffic calming features on Washington Street 

to encourage motorists to drive slower though the area of the intersection (pedestrian activated 

beacons, raised pavement treatments, striping modifications) 

 To provide an area for landscaping which may include benches for people viewing the Red 

Church 

 To improve the condition of the sidewalks on both sides of Washington Street from the newly 

redesigned intersection to City Hall 

 


