
 

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF SONORA 

JUNE 25, 2018 
 

A Special Meeting of the City Council of the City of Sonora was held 

this date in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 94 North Washington 

Street, at 5:00 p.m. The following members were present: Mayor 

Connie Williams, Mayor Pro-Tem Jim Garaventa, Councilmembers Matt 

Hawkins, Mark Plummer, George Segarini; City Administrator Tim 

Miller, City Clerk Marijane Cassinetto, City Attorney Embert 

Madison, Fire Chief Aimee New, Police Chief Turu VanderWiel, 

Community Development Director Rachelle Kellogg. Absent: Interim 

Engineer Gerard Fuccillo.  

 

CITY CLERK'S REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA 

City Clerk Cassinetto advised Council that at Noon on the 22nd day 

of June, 2018, the Agenda for the City of Sonora Council Meeting 

scheduled for this date was posted outside City Hall for public 

view. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

No changes. 

      

PRESENTATIONS  

None 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

  Leeta Nutting commented that she is very concerned about the 

children because there is not enough money in the City Budget nor 

does it appear there are grant monies available at this time to fund 

the School Resource Officer position.  She volunteered to raise the 

monies to fund the position saying that she knows many people who 

will gladly donate to this cause.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

No Items, no action necessary. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Resolution No. 06-25-2018-A Establishing FY 2018/19 Gann 

Appropriation Limit.  The Council considered adoption of Resolution 

No. 06-25-2018-A which establishes the Gann Appropriation Limit for 

Fiscal Year 2018/19.  Recommending approval, Administrator Miller 

reviewed background information.  Miller noted that the City may 



either select the percentage change in California per capita 

personal income or the percentage change in the local assessment 

role due to the addition of local non-resident new construction; the 

Resolution provides for the City’s election to use the change in 

California per capita income of 3.5%.   

 

There was no public comment.  MOTION by Councilmember Segarini, 

second by Councilmember Plummer, and unanimously carried that said 

Resolution be approved and adopted as presented. 

 

Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Budget.  Recommending approval, 

Administrator Miller gave the final Operating Budget presentation 

for FY 2019 covering the period July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019. 

Miller reported total Revenues of $8,765,336, total Expenses of 

$8,645,460, and General Fund Reserves in excess of $2,000,000.  He 

reviewed and presented spread sheets for Departmental Revenues and 

Expenditures, and for all Programs and Projects including Special 

Revenue and Capital Project Funds. The spread sheets for the Total 

Revenues and Total Expenses are attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, and 

a complete copy of the Budget is on file in the Office of the City 

Administrator to which further reference is made.  

 

Mayor Williams reported that she had received phone calls from Jim 

Hildreth and Dr. Jim Mosson with concerns about the amount of funds 

the City allocates to the Economic Development Authority.  She noted 

an email that she received from Diana Cooper on behalf of herself 

and her husband expressing concerns about the Economic Development 

Authority, the salary and non-transparency for its Executive 

Director Larry Cope, and its expenditures. Williams also noted an 

email that she received from Austin Lunde requesting the City to 

look into permanent fulltime funding for the third Fire Engineer 

position, and development of a plan to replace the aging fire 

engines instead of relying on Federal grants.  Both letters were 

read into the record by City Clerk Cassinetto, are attached hereto 

as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively, and made a part hereof for 

reference. Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa clarified that the City’s 

contribution proposed to fund the EDA in this FY 2018/19 Budget is 

$102,841.00 which is the same amount funded in FY 2017/18. 

 

Mayor Williams opened public comment.  A member of the public 

commented that neither Diana Cooper nor her husband Tom Cooper live 

in the City of Sonora; they should have attended the Tuolumne County 

Supervisor Budget Meetings and the last TCEDA Meeting and were not 

in attendance at either of those Meetings.  

 

Councilmember Segarini gave a brief history of Larry Cope’s 

involvement with the Central Sierra Economic Development District 

(CSEDD) when Cope first came to the County; the CSEDD was close to 

bankruptcy and asked Cope to look into what was going on; the Board 

took over with Cope as Executive Director which he brought back from 

bankruptcy as a success; Mother Lode Job took over, Cope was put in 



the management category with step raises which were approved by the 

EDA, and that is how the current salary came into effect. 

 

Mayor Williams asked if based on the City’s future expectations, is 

the City getting what it needs for the EDA expenditure?  She said 

that the City needs to find a way to fund the School Resource 

Officer (SRO) position, noted that the Council took a cut in its 

stipend in 2009 and cut out health benefits for next generation 

Councilmembers, commented on some ways to save costs mentioning that 

the new flooring for the Fire Museum could be delayed, regarding the 

Stewart Street Restroom Project that options could be looked at like 

the self-cleaning Portland toilets, and suggested that monies for 

the SRO could possibly come from Proposition 56 Tobacco funds. 

Councilmember Segarini said he shared the Mayor’s concerns regarding 

funding for the SRO and the need to come up with the $30,000 to fund 

it.  Suggesting application, Administrator Miller said that the 

School Violence Prevention Program is providing $25,000,000 in grant 

monies, and grant applications are due by the end of July. He also 

cautioned the Council to be careful in using one-time monies, but 

instead use monies available year after year.  

 

MOTION by Councilmember Segarini, second by Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa 

that the City fund the SRO position up to $30,000 out of General 

Reserves with the contingency that conversations take place with the 

County.  Mayor Williams asked that the Motion include that the City 

move forward and apply for both the Proposition 56 Tobacco funding 

and the School Violence Prevention Grant monies. 

 

The above MOTION was amended by Councilmember Segarini, seconded by 

Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa, to include that the City move forward to 

apply for both the Proposition 56 Tobacco funding and the School 

Violence Prevention Grant monies. Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa asked for 

clarification of whether funding for the SRO is included in the 

proposed FY 2018-19 Budget because it appears that it is.  

Administrator Miller said that it appears it is and will correct 

that error.  Councilmember Hawkins said that he is in favor of 

funding the SRO position.  Administrator Miller commented on the 

history of the funding for the three Fire Engineer positions, and 

that Staff is hoping to get SAFER Grant funding; that there is 

currently not sufficient Measure I monies to pay for the permanent, 

full-time third Engineer. 

 

A member of the public noted a point of order saying there was a 

Motion on the table.  Clerk Cassinetto confirmed the MOTION with 

amendment as stated above, and it was unanimously approved. 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Segarini, second by Councilmember Garaventa 

that the Operating Budget for FY 2018/2019 be approved as presented 

including the above MOTION and Amendment authorizing General Reserve 

funding for the SRO position. Councilmember Hawkins reiterated that 

in 2009 the Council cut its stipend to $125 per month (with the 



Mayor receiving $150) with no health benefits and has not received 

any raise since that time.  The MOTION was unanimously approved. 

 

Noting that the FY 2018/2019 Budget will be up and running on July 

1, 2018, Administrator Miller complimented former Administrative 

Services Director Jennifer Callaway for the very comprehensive 

budget model she developed which was used for compilation of the FY 

2018/19 Budget, and thanked Tracy Skelly, Toni Arola, and all 

Department Heads and Staff for their efforts put forth in the 

preparation of this Budget.   

 

 Resolution No. 06-25-2018-B Supporting Rural Development Grant 

Application.  The Council considered adopting Resolution No. 06-25-

2018-B which approves support of an application for the USDA Rural 

Development Community Facilities Grant Program and authorizing the 

Police Chief to execute the Grant Agreement and any associated 

documentation. Recommending approval, Administrator Miller presented 

the Resolution and the Police Chief’s Staff Report noting that the 

grant funds will be used for two Police Department patrol vehicles 

which will replace vehicles that are older and becoming too costly 

to maintain, and which could impact the safety of the community and 

the officers.  The Grant provides for Federal Share funding of 

$105,100, and City share funding of $35,066 supplied by both General 

Fund and Measure I funds.     

 

There was no public comment, it was unanimously carried that said 

Resolution be approved and adopted as presented.  

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

None. 

 

VISION SONORA COMMITTEE REPORT 

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. No public comment. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER/DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  

Fire Chief New reported that Engine 752 has been sent to Tehama 

County to help with the fire, and Engine 721 remains in Sonora.  She 

commented on the loss of Fire Captain Mersas from Long Beach who was 

killed by gunfire while on duty at an explosion.  Mayor Pro-Tem 

Garaventa reported that he attended the Downtown Chamber Mixer at 

Barretta Gardens.  Administrator Miller said that he has not 

received the certified election results from County Elections 

Officer Debbie Bautista and hopes that the City’s reorganizational 

Meeting to install re-elected Councilmember Garaventa and newly 

elected Councilmember Colette Such into office can take place at the 

July 2, 2018, Council Meeting.  

 



ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business at this time, the Meeting was 

adjourned at 6:38 p.m. to the next Regular Council Meeting on July 

2, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall. 

 

   

 

     _______________________________________ 

     Marijane Cassinetto, City Clerk    Date 


