
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF SONORA 

APRIL 2, 2018 
 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Sonora was held 

this date in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 94 North Washington 

Street, at 5:00 p.m. The following members were present: Mayor 

Connie Williams, Mayor Pro-Tem Jim Garaventa, Councilmembers Matt 

Hawkins, Mark Plummer, George Segarini; City Administrator Tim 

Miller, City Clerk Marijane Cassinetto, City Attorney Douglas White, 

Fire Chief Aimee New, Interim Police Chief Turu VanderWiel, 

Community Development Director Rachelle Kellogg. Absent: Interim 

Engineer Gerard Fuccillo.  

 

Mayor Williams reported that there was no Closed Session Meeting 

this date. 

 

CITY CLERK'S REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA 

City Clerk Cassinetto advised Council that at Noon on the 30th day of 

March, 2018, the Agenda for the City of Sonora Council Meeting 

scheduled for this date was posted outside City Hall for public 

view. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

No changes. 

      

PRESENTATIONS  

None. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

 A member of the public said that tonight’s Agenda has only two 

Business items, and that seems very short to her because there are a 

number of issues that she has requested to be put on the Council’s 

Agenda, which are parking, pet waste stations, trash and recycling, 

dog messes and vomit on Washington Street. Greg Popovich noted a 

very positive incident downtown where a homeless man helped him 

assist an elderly gentleman who had fallen, and they both patched 

him up.  He also reported a number of incidences regarding the 

homeless on his properties, which he said are “terrorizing his 

building and his clients”; they have broken five very expensive 

windows, a fire occured at one of his buildings which police told 

him was possibly started from a transient’s warming fire, and there 

has been a homeless camp on his property, and that the City Police 

were very helpful and removed them, but that they then relocated to 

another of his properties.  Popovich stated that there are some who 

are truly homeless and want to work, but there is the greater 

percentage who choose not to work.  He asked that the Police be 

empowered to do their job to remove the homeless, and he said that 

we need to help those who want help but need to get rid of the 

others. 

 



CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Hawkins, second by Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa, 

that the Consent Calendar be approved as follows: 

1. Approval of the Council Minutes for the Closed and Regular 

Council Meetings of March 19, 2018; 

2. Approval to pay invoices for previously budgeted expenses on 

April 3, 2018, in the amount of $102,280.77; and 

3. Approval of disbursements in the amount of $134,111.40 on March 

30, 2018, for payroll, inclusive of employee salaries, employer and 

employee taxes and retirement contributions, and miscellaneous 

voluntary employee deductions.  There was no public comment, and the 

MOTION passed unanimously.    

   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 TCEDA (Tuolumne County Economic Development Agency) Fiscal Year 

2019 Budget.  The Council considered approving the proposed TCEDA FY 

2019 Budget.  Noting that the TCEDA’s requested contribution from 

the City is $102,841.00, which is the same as last year, 

Administrator Miller reviewed the request.  Miller also reported 

that if approved, said monies would be funded by the City’s General 

Fund, and he provided the Council with a copy of a letter dated 

April 1, 2018, to the City Administrator from Ken Perkins, opposing 

any funding by the City to the TCEDA.  A copy of said letter is 

attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein to which 

further reference is made. 

 

TCEDA Chief Executive Officer Larry Cope presented the Agency’s 

proposed Budget for FY 2019 reporting total expenses of $460,732.00, 

anticipated revenues of $460,732.00 of which, if approved, the City 

would supply $102,841.00, and the County of Tuolumne would supply 

$344,292.00, and miscellaneous outside revenues of $13,599.00.  Cope 

noted that the Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors has endorsed the 

Budget as presented, and if the City gives its approval tonight, the 

TCEDA Board will formally adopt it, as presented, at its Meeting on 

May 11, 2018.  Cope distributed copies of the TCEDA Annual Report 

dated March 2018 to the Councilmembers.  A copy of said Report is 

attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and incorporated herein to which 

further reference is made. 

 

The Mayor asked for public comment.  Tuolumne County Administrator 

Craig Pedro appeared on behalf of Supervisor John Gray reporting the 

support of the County Board of Supervisors.  Shaun Flynn 

representing Teckcode, a business incubator which houses early-stage 

companies, commented on his support, and that Larry Cope and the 



TCEDA provide great outreach services.  Kurtis Clark representing 

the Sonora Business Center, appeared in support of the TCEDA’s 

involvement with the Small Business Development Center Program, and 

stated its commitment to continuing business with the TCEDA.  

Stating that the TCEDA and its Budget are very beneficial, Tuolumne 

County Business Council Executive Director Ron Koff appeared in 

support of its Budget.  Representing Sierra Pacific Industries, 

Aaron Socey, appeared in support of the Budget.  Gas station and 

mini mart owner Andy Singh said that without the help of the TCEDA, 

his business would not exist.  On behalf of the Valley Sierra Small 

Business Development Center, and herself individually, Tiffany 

Phillips voiced her support for TCEDA and all it does.  A member of 

the public spoke in support of TCEDA and its Budget.  On behalf of 

Yosemite Title Company, Jeff Kerns asked for the City’s support for 

the Budget. 

 

There was no further public comment.  Councilmember Hawkins voiced 

his support to endorse said Budget stating that the TCEDA is a 

wonderful addition to our community, and that we are fortunate to 

have Larry Cope.  Councilmember Segarini asked Cope to elaborate on 

TCEDA’s Business Outreach Program to which Cope responded.  

Councilmember Plummer commented that the objective and mission of 

the TCEDA is exactly what Sonora needs, and that he supports it, but 

that he does not see a measurable outcome of businesses; he wants 

Cope to come up with some metrics.  Cope responded that the 

measurable outcome is set by the TCEDA; that it’s difficult, how do 

you measure influence; but said that he and the Board are very 

willing to sit down and discuss it. Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa said 

that from what he has seen when sitting in for the Mayor at Board 

Meetings, it is very clear that it is a Board direction on how the 

measurables are or are not being done, and that when seeing what is 

happening in other cities, there is a very favorable sight 

measurability with Sonora that seems quite clear.  Mayor Williams 

asked about the questions Cope asks the businesses involved in the 

Business Outreach Program, to which Cope responded that questions 

are related to a number of variables with each business, and he gave 

some examples.  Mayor Williams mentioned that the City General Plan 

states under Economic Development that economic assistance should 

continue to be supplied, and that she feels measurables are worth 

discussing.  Councilmember Segarini commented that the Central 

Sierra Economic Development Board which consisted of numerous cities 

and counties was greatly helped by Cope.   

 

MOTION by Councilmember Segarini, second by Councilmember Hawkins, 

and unanimously carried that the City approves the proposed TCEDA 

Budget for FY 2019 as presented. 

 

 Vision Sonora Design Committee Recommendation Regarding 

Permanent Closure of Linoberg and Staff Direction.  The Council 

considered the recommendation of the Vision Sonora Committee to 

permanently close Linoberg Street, and possible direction to City 

Staff to prepare the necessary environmental review. Administrator 



Miller reviewed history noting that at the September 5, 2017, 

Council Meeting, the Council authorized the Vision Sonora Design 

Committee to move forward with a Conceptional Improvement Plan 

absent any funding for outside services, and that the Design 

Committee has done so.  Laurie Lehmann, member of the Design 

Committee, gave a power point presentation of said Conceptional 

Plan.  Noting that Plan approval is not before the Council for 

action at this Meeting, Miller stated that Staff is solely seeking 

Council direction regarding the preparation of the environmental 

review that would be necessary for Linoberg Street permanent 

closure. 

 

Requesting that each speaker be limited to three minutes, Mayor 

Williams asked for public comment.  Marianne Wright, business owner 

at 64 N. Washington Street, stating that there may be possible loss 

of shoppers in the area due to the closure of Linoberg Street, asked 

that if the Street’s permanent closure is approved, that enough time 

be allowed for Vision Sonora designers to allow for fund raising for 

quality design and construction with the use of local materials, and 

also that the public restroom project on Sheppard Street be 

completed as soon as possible for patron access during Linoberg 

Street events.  Laurie Lehmann said that closure of Linoberg and 

creation of the paseo is her favorite Project of all that are a part 

of the Vision Sonora Plan, and it had the highest public approval 

rating; that she does not see the need for any tax dollars because 

she pictures it as a community project where the mural art will be 

an art alliance collaboration and that plants and furniture will 

probably come from donors as well.  City resident David Axelrod 

requested that City public meetings be held later than 5:00 p.m. to 

allow for those who have regular business hours to attend. He 

supports the closure of Linoberg to create the paseo project because 

the Street is dangerous for pedestrians and has very poor visability 

when entering into traffic onto Washington.  He said that it is a 

great opportunity for user development and suggested using native 

shrubs and trees.  He would like to see sculpture included, and that 

there not be construction of a curb to allow easier emergency 

access.  Katie Fisher representing the Sonora Tap Room on Linoberg 

Street, said that the owners are enthusiastically in support, and 

many of its patrons are as well.  BZ Smith, downtown property owner 

and one of the originators of the Second Saturday Night Art Walk 

event, noted her support for the paseo project and the support of 

downtown business owner Mark Endicott who was unable to attend this 

Meeting, and she thanked the Vision Sonora Design Committee Members 

for their work.  Sharon Marovich appeared on behalf of the Tuolumne 

Heritage Committee to express its support to permanently close 

Linoberg Street stating that the paseo will add social activity and 

attractiveness in downtown Sonora, and it is a wonderful opportunity 

to add beauty to make the Queen of the Southern Mines even more 

regal.  Donna Young said the paseo will cultivate outdoor 

atmosphere.  Judy Grossman spoke to the importance of keeping young 

business people in the County and of bringing more young business 

in; she commented that to have a vibrant downtown, we must enhance 



and grow with the times as well as supporting our history.  Elena 

Linehan, owner of the historic Burnham house on Linoberg Street, 

appeared in opposition to closing Linoberg Street stating numerous 

reasons.  Linehan submitted a copy of her comments which is attached 

hereto as Exhibit “C”, and made a part hereof for reference.  Jeff 

Kerns, owner of Yosemite Title Company, said that he agreed with 

Linehan’s comments, he opposes permanent closure, but thinks 

temporary closures for special events would be okay, and to go ahead 

and paint the murals as the street is.  Collette Such, downtown 

property owner, said that even though Linoberg is a street she 

regularly uses, she supports closing it for the paseo.  Bree 

Ferguson, downtown resident, agrees with all the comments spoken in 

favor of permanent closure; that she and her husband would prefer 

having a nice space even though they use it for driving.  Joanne 

Miller said that as is Linoberg Street is not a safe street.  Evelyn 

Thompson said that she is a 29 year resident of Sonora and is in 

favor of closing the Street.  Leslie said that she came to the 

Meeting with no preconceived idea, but commented that if the City 

does move forward, she would like to see the area covered from the 

sun and bad weather. 

 

City Clerk Cassinetto read the names of those who submitted letters 

in regard to the closure of Linoberg Street; 12 letters were 

received with 11 in support and 1 against as follows:  In favor:  

Joanne Miller, Harry Ohls, Erin Callahan, Sally Sowle-Taylor, Mark 

Endicott, Megan Mills, Mindy Calbert, Lauren Hurley Kruger, Deborah 

Hart, Neil B. Goodhue, Kristin Crownover; Against: Paul Howay.  Said 

letters are attached hereto as Exhibits “D-1 through D-13, and are 

made a part hereof for reference. 

 

There was no further public comment.  Administrator Miller asked for 

Staff direction.  Miller briefly reviewed what would be included in 

the environmental review.  Councilmember Segarini stated his support 

for moving ahead with the environmental review but has concerns 

regarding the cost of the environmental study and traffic issues 

because he has experienced congestion in downtown and sees all 

connector roads being used including Linoberg; he would like to see 

an estimate of what the maintenance cost would be for the paseo, and 

has concern that the homeless may find it inviting.  Councilmember 

Hawkins said that he likes it a lot, and he has received numerous 

letters and phone calls from supporters.  Councilmember Plummer said 

that he likes it; he has spoken to adjacent shop owners who have 

concern that it be kept clean and be designed with discouragement to 

those who may want to sleep there.  Mayor Williams stated her 

support.   

 

MOTION by Councilmember Hawkins, second by Councilmember Plummer 

that Staff be directed to prepare the necessary environmental review 

for Linoberg Street permanent closure.   

 



Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa said that he had concerns along the lines of 

Councilmember Segarini’s including the cost for maintenance, the 

gathering of the homeless and transients, and design issues. 

 

The above MOTION as stated passed unanimously.   

  

MONTHLY REPORTS 

None. No public comment. 

 

VISION SONORA COMMITTEE REPORT 

None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Sonora Business License Activity for January through March 

2018. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER/DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  

Interim Police Chief Vanderwiel reported that at tomorrow’s Board of 

Supervisors Meeting, Officer Ashley Brandow is being recognized for 

her contribution to victims’ rights.  Councilmember Hawkins noted 

that he recently took a tour of the Lambert Walk-In Center which was 

a very nice tour and encouraged all Councilmembers to take a tour. 

Councilmember Plummer said that the Meeting was going to wrap up in 

time for him to donate blood at the Sonora Delta Blood Bank.  Mayor 

Pro-Tem Garaventa reported that the next Homeless Task Force Meeting 

will be held on April 12, 2018; that he had met with Larry Cope; and 

that he had met with the Mayor, ATCAA and a member of the Board of 

Supervisors in regard to homeless issues. Mayor Williams noted that 

the Tuolumne County Visitors Bureau, in conjunction with Channel 7 

KGO TV, have produced a Tuolumne County Tourism film which she 

viewed last Thursday; that she attended the Welcome Home Vietnam 

Vets sold out event and thanked all veterans who are serving and 

have served; and that there will be a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at 

Sierra Bible Church at 11:30 a.m. on April 18, 2018, for its Give 

Someone a Chance Showers of Blessings Bus at which representatives 

for Congressman Tom McClintock, Assemblymen Frank Bigelow and 

Senator Tom Berryhill will be present.    

 

ADJOURN 

There being no further business to come before the Council at this 

time, the Regular Session Meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. to the 

Regular Meeting on Monday, April 16, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers at City Hall.  

  

 

 

     _______________________________________ 

     Marijane Cassinetto, City Clerk    Date 


