
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF SONORA 

July 2, 2018 
 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Sonora was held 

this date in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 94 North Washington 

Street, at 5:00 p.m. The following members were present: Mayor 

Connie Williams, Mayor Pro-Tem Jim Garaventa, Councilmembers Matt 

Hawkins, Mark Plummer, George Segarini; City Administrator Tim 

Miller, City Clerk Marijane Cassinetto, City Attorney Nubia 

Goldstein, Fire Chief Aimee New. Absent: Police Chief Turu 

VanderWiel, Community Development Director Rachelle Kellogg, Interim 

Engineer Gerard Fuccillo.  

 

CITY CLERK'S REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA 

City Clerk Cassinetto advised Council that at 4:00 p.m. on the 28th 

day of June, 2018, the Agenda for the City of Sonora Council Meeting 

scheduled for this date was posted outside City Hall for public 

view. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

No changes 

 

CITY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION 

 

Consideration of Resolution No. 07-02-2018-A. The Council 

considered adoption of Resolution No. 07-02-2018-A which certifies 

the results and declares those elected in the 2018 General Municipal 

Election.  Administrator Miller reported that he had received the 

canvas of the votes cast in Election from County Elections Official 

Debbie Bautista which certifies that Colette Such and Jim Garaventa 

were the top two vote getters and elected to the City Council. There 

was no public comment.  MOTION by Councilmember Plummer, second by 

Councilmember Hawkins, and unanimously carried that said Resolution 

be approved and adopted as presented. 

 

Administration of Oaths of Office.  City Clerk Cassinetto 

administered Oaths of Office to elected City Councilmembers Jim 

Garaventa and Colette Such for four-year terms and they assumed 

their seats on the Council. 

 

 Selection of Mayor. The Council considered the appointment of a 

Councilmember as Mayor to serve a two-year term.  There was no 

public comment, and upon MOTION by Councilmember Hawkins, second by 

Councilmember Such, it was unanimously carried that Jim Garaventa be 

appointed to serve as Mayor for a two-year term.  

 

 Appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem.  Mayor Garaventa appointed 

Councilmember Hawkins to serve as the Mayor-Pro Tem for a two-year 

term.  There was no public comment, and upon MOTION by Councilmember 

Plummer, second by Councilmember Such, it was unanimously carried 

the Mayor’s appointment be confirmed by the Council. 



 

ROLL CALL   

Clerk Cassinetto called the Roll with the new Councilmembers seated.  

Present: Mayor Jim Garaventa, Mayor Pro-Tem Matt Hawkins, 

Councilmembers Mark Plummer, Colette Such, Connie Williams.    

      

PRESENTATIONS  

 

 Presentation to George Segarini. Councilmember Williams 

presented a Proclamation to Segarini for his four years of service 

as a Councilmember commenting that it has been a pleasure working 

with him, wishing him all the best for his future, and asking that 

he not to be a stranger and come back and see us.   Mayor Pro-Tem 

Hawkins said that it has been a great two years working with him; he 

has enjoyed the debates, and that his business knowledge has helped 

him very much. Councilmember Plummer thanked him very much for 

instruction, restraint and the very useful comments adding to the 

discussions.  Councilmember Such commented that she is sorry she 

will not be able to work with him but is looking forward to meeting 

with him on downtown matters.  Administrator Miller said that it his 

commitment to downtown will be hard to replace, he has enjoyed the 

four years working with him, and he looks forward to his continued 

participation in the issues that matter most to him.  Mayor 

Garaventa reminisced about some of the matters they worked on 

together, commented that he was going to miss him on the Council, 

and that he wants to stay in touch. Segarini thanked Administrator 

Miller, Department Heads, Staff and employees commenting that they 

have been more than helpful to him, and said, “I’m not going 

anywhere, and I will be here to bug you guys as much as you need 

bugging”. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

 Elena Linehan, downtown property owner, commented on the 

necessity to address the crosswalk at Elkin Street.  A copy of 

Linehan’s comments is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” for reference.  

Dana Vaccarezza representing Sonora High School District commented 

on the necessity of the Council to seriously consider any plan for 

the intersection at Elkins Street; that it will significantly impact 

the ability to get students to and from the High School.  Barbara 

Dresslar asked the Council to take seriously the Grand Jury Report 

in relation to its findings on the Tuolumne County Economic 

Development Authority.  A copy of Dresslar’s comments is attached 

hereto as Exhibit “B” for reference.  Derrick Nunes, owner of Phone 

Smart, commented that the Council has neglected and overlooked the 

plea of downtown business owners who do not want bulb-outs on 

Washington Street, and has shown a lack of consideration for their 

input.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 



Mayor Williams requested that approval of the Minutes for the 

Regular Session Council Meeting of June 18, 2018, be pulled from the 

Consent Calendar and considered separately. 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Williams, second by Councilmember Plummer, 

that the Consent Calendar be approved as follows: 

1. Approval of the Minutes for the City Council Closed Session 

Meeting of June 18, 2018; 

2. Approval to pay invoices for previously budgeted expenses on 
July 3, 2018, in the amount of $196,110.91; and 

3. Approval of disbursements in the amount of $138,841.45, on June 
22, 2018, for payroll, inclusive of employee salaries, 

employer and employee taxes and retirement contributions, and 

miscellaneous voluntary employee deductions.   

There was no public comment, and the MOTION passed as follows:  

Ayes: Garaventa, Hawkins, Plummer, Williams; Abstain: Such.    

 

Councilmember Williams asked that the Minutes for the Regular 

Session Meeting of June 18, 2018, regarding her comments about the 

plaque given to the Council be amended as follows: “Mayor Williams 

reported that she attended Christian Heights Church’s Hero Event 

noting that a plaque was given by the Church to the City Council 

saluting them as heroes”.   There was no public comment.  MOTION by 

Councilmember Plummer, second by Councilmember Williams, that said 

Minutes as amended be approved; the MOTION passed as follows:  Ayes: 

Garaventa, Hawkins, Plummer, Williams; Abstain: Such.     

    

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Letter of Intent Re: Joint Active Transportation Grant 

Application. The Council considered authorizing the City 

Administrator to sign a Letter of Intent to partner with the 

Tuolumne County Transportation Council (TCTC) to submit a joint 

Active Transportation Grant Application for Cycle Four funds for the 

Washington Street Improvements Project based upon the conceptual 

design presented. Reporting that the deadline to submit the Grant 

Application is July 31, 2018, TCTC Executive Director Darin Grossi 

reviewed Project history, CalTrans requirements and reported that at 

its Meeting in April 2018, the Vision Sonora Committee directed that 

the Consultant, Wood Rodgers, Inc., submit the Project Grant 

Application.  Grossi’s report and the Conceptual Plan are attached 

hereto as Exhibit “C” and made a part hereof for reference (Exhibit 

“C” does not include pedestrian counts, household income estimates, 

geographical Project limits with regard to its location in Tuolumne 

County, or the Active Transportation Program Grant Application all 

of which were included in Grossi’s report).  



 

Consultant representative Mark Rayback presented the Conceptual 

Design which includes six crosswalk intersections, reviewed options 

and the public input process and results, and noted that the focus 

is primarily on crosswalk public safety.  Councilmembers asked 

questions regarding flashing lighting in the crosswalks, paving 

issues and costs, drainage issues, elimination of parking spaces, 

maintenance responsibility, landscape design including trees, and 

water availability for landscaping.  Administrator Miller reviewed 

the public input process which will follow Grant approval. 

 

The Mayor asked for public comment which was limited to five minutes 

per person.  Elena Linehan opposed action on the Grant Application 

at this time, commented on the way the City has handled the Vision 

Sonora Plan, and urged that the Council wait until the next grant 

cycle to allow time to find answers to public concern issues, and to 

hold a special session where the concepts can be discussed.  A full 

copy of Linehan’s comments is attached hereto as Exhibit “D” and 

made a part hereof for reference.  Laurie Lehmann said that she 

believes the City has been doing its due diligence and has reached 

out to the public which responded that they do want bulb-outs; she 

commented that the downtown merchants have a problem with safety, 

why not partner with the TCTC to get the funding for downtown 

Sonora.  Sharon Marovich appeared on behalf of the Tuolumne Heritage 

Committee commenting that the Committee has consistently spoken out 

against exactly what the City is doing.  They understand there are 

crosswalk safety issues, but the design of the curb-outs and 

landscaping is not in keeping with historic Sonora and suggests that 

only one old-fashioned tree be placed in each bulb-out without any 

other landscaping.  She commented that the Committee has concerns 

that valuable parking spaces will be lost, design will detract from 

an old-fashioned look, it is not a fan of flashing crosswalks and 

instead encourages the use of historic pole lighting, the 

landscaping as presented cannot be sustained by the Public Works 

Department, and modification to having one tree and no other 

landscaping in the bulb-outs would save money and water, and hopes 

that the landscaping will be modified. 

 

David Toshur representing Sonora Elementary School said that he 

appreciates the work put into this; he has previously informed the 

Council about its concerns that busses will not be able to maneuver 

the intersections safely.  Encouraging the Council to do the best 

considering the busses, he reviewed downtown bus routes and noted 

that there are at least two busses on Washington Street twice a day.  

Derrick Nunes said that this is an over complicated solution to what 

was first proposed; he commented that the Vision Sonora Design 

Committee Meetings are held at 1:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of 

each month, which he and others have a difficult time attending due 

to their businesses, and he has heard of negative feedback. David 

Morgan commented that only 60% of the Grant Application has been 

completed, and how can the Council make a decision with only that 

percentage of information; he also was concerned that the length of 



time the crosswalks flash may impact vehicle movement with already 

busy downtown traffic.  Councilmember Plummer read a letter from 

Mary Ann Wright requesting that trees be planted in the ground with 

a surrounding metal grate as all other downtown improved streets 

have; to keep as clean and as simple as possible from a design 

aspect leaving clear sight for pedestrians, and to leave streets as 

they are where there is gridlock. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Hawkins said that he has met with many businesses, and 

he agrees with Sharon Marovich’s comments about limiting landscaping 

to one tree, to keep maintenance simple and small.  He asked 

Marovich if there are any historic sidewalks.  Marovich replied that 

she knows at the corner of Norlin and Washington Street there is 

slate under the cement sidewalks, also the iron shutters in the 

sidewalks became a part of the storm drainage.  There was no further 

public comment. 

 

Councilmember Williams said that she is in favor of trees but is 

concerned about whether there is dirt in the area for the trees to 

grow, and she is concerned about parking and has thought that lost 

parking spaces could be provided by the red zones but just now sees 

that may not be possible with this conceptual plan, and she assumes 

that a plan for lost spaces will come in the future.  Mayor 

Garaventa commented that it is difficult to turn down after the fact 

because there is intent when applying for and getting the Grant; it 

is important to do things that keep people coming because heritage 

travel to Sonora is important, and he is very concerned how final 

designs come out and feels that simplifying is a good thing.  

Councilmember Such commented that in her experience with grants the 

intent can be changed when the grant is received; we could do that, 

and the plan is a way to get trees on Washington Street. She said 

she would like to see this go through.  Mayor Pro-Tem Hawkins said 

that the City has to do something, but we need to keep it historic.  

Councilmember Plummer commented that one to two bulb-outs would be 

okay, but a whole street of them would be pretty heavy, and it needs 

to be simplified; it changes the feel of Washington Street 

completely.  Mayor Garaventa brought up Mr. Morgan’s question on the 

length of time the crosswalk lights will flash.  Rayback responded 

that the requirement is 1-1/2 seconds per foot, and that they can be 

designed to respond to either the push button style or a beam that 

would be broken. Councilmember Williams asked when the Grant would 

be awarded and commented that the environmental work is so far out.  

Grossi replied that the award will be sometime in early Fall, that 

there is a lot of latitude on design issues, and he noted that the 

award will be based on the aspects of safety.   

 

MOTION by Councilmember Williams, second by Councilmember Plummer, 

and unanimously carried that the City Administrator be authorized to 

sign a Letter of Intent to partner with the TCTC to submit a joint 

Active Transportation Grant Application for Cycle Four funds for the 

Washington Street Improvements Project.    



 Resolution No. 07-02-2018-B, Rate Increase and Recycling 

Contamination Fee.  The Council considered adopting Resolution No. 

07-02-20-8-B which approves a 3.34% CPI increase and adds a recycle 

contamination charge to the refuse collection rates for Waste 

Management. Administrator Miller reported that for a typical 

residential subscriber having one 35-gallon cart, the current rate 

will increase by $0.85, from $25.32 per month to $26.17 per month. 

Waste Management is also requesting a Recycling Contamination Fee 

charge of $20.00 for residential customers and $50.00 for commercial 

customers for contamination of the recyclables.  Joe Cadelago, 

Public Sector Manager for Waste Management, reported that the 

recycling industry is in a crisis on a global scale; China is 

phasing out acceptance of recyclables and is not going to receive 

any recyclables as of 2021.  Cadelago reviewed Cal Sierra’s proposal 

which incorporates a program to mitigate contamination in the 

recycling stream and introduces a new “Recycle Right” public 

education campaign with a strong outreach process.  There was 

discussion between the Council and Cadelago regarding the proposal, 

the education campaign and clarification of what will be considered 

recyclable.    

 

There was no public comment.  MOTION by Councilmember Williams, 

second by Mayor Pro-Tem Hawkins, and unanimously carried that 

Resolution No. 07-02-2018-B be approved and adopted as presented. 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

None 

 

VISION SONORA COMMITTEE REPORT 

None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None - No public comment. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER/DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  

Fire Chief New reported that one engine has been sent to the fire in 

Yolo County.  Administrator Miller wished everyone a safe 

Independence Day, and he gave an update on the street light 

replacement downtown noting that PG&E is doing well on the project. 

He reported that the Councilmember appointments for committees and 

commissions will be on the Agenda for the next Meeting.  Mayor Pro-

Tem Hawkins thanked his children for being so quiet during this 

Council Meeting, and he thanked former Mayor Williams for being an 

example to his daughter who says she wants to be Mayor when she 

grows up.  Councilmember Williams thanked Administrator Miller for 

his perseverance on the street light replacement project, she 

requested that the Mayor send a letter of appreciation to PG&E, said 

that she will be chairing the Townhall/Merchants Meetings, announced 

that the League of California Cities will be holding its Annual 

Conference on September 12 through 14, 2018, and she feels there may 

be a benefit to look into the National Registry of Historic Places 

designation for Sonora which attracts people to visit. She also said 



that it has been an honor to be the third woman Mayor for the City.  

Councilmember Such said that she is happy to be on the Council.       

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Council at this 

time, the Regular Session Meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m. to the 

to the next Regular Meeting on Monday, July 16, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. 

in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  

 

 

 

     _______________________________________ 

     Marijane Cassinetto, City Clerk    Date 


