
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF SONORA 

JUNE 4, 2018 
 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Sonora was held 

this date in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 94 North Washington 

Street, at 5:04 p.m. The following members were present: Mayor Pro-

Tem Jim Garaventa, Councilmembers Matt Hawkins, Mark Plummer, George 

Segarini; City Administrator Tim Miller, City Clerk Marijane 

Cassinetto, City Attorney Douglas White, Fire Chief Aimee New, 

Police Chief Turu VanderWiel, Community Development Director 

Rachelle Kellogg. Absent: Mayor Connie Williams, Interim Engineer 

Gerard Fuccillo.  

 

CITY CLERK'S REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA 

City Clerk Cassinetto advised Council that at 1:00 p.m. on the 1st 

day of June, 2018, the Agenda for the City of Sonora Council Meeting 

scheduled for this date was posted outside City Hall for public 

view. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

No changes. 

      

PRESENTATIONS  

 

 Proclamation Declaring June 15, 2018, as Elder Awareness Day.  

District Attorney Laura Kreig requested that the Council declare 

June 15, 2018, as Elder Awareness Day.  She invited the Council and 

the public to attend the Annual World Elder Abuse Awareness Day free 

event which is being sponsored by the District Attorney’s office 

along with several collaborators on June 13, 2018, from 8 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at the Hotel & Conference Center at Black Oak Casino and 

Resort.  Krieg reviewed statistics on elder abuse and what is being 

done locally and elsewhere to help prevent abuse, and thanked all 

Elder Abuse Task Force members. 

 

The Mayor Pro-Tem asked for any public comment.  A member of the 

public stated that she is very impressed with the Event, and 

encouraged Councilmembers to attend. 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Segarini, seconded by Councilmember Hawkins, 

and unanimously carried that the Council proclaim June 15, 2018, as 

Elder Awareness Day. 

 

 Introduction and Swearing In Police Chief Turu VanderWiel. To a 

packed Chamber, Administrator Miller introduced Chief VanderWiel and 

reviewed his employment and achievement history.  The Chief was 

sworn in by the City Clerk, congratulated by the Council, and his 

significant other, Jennifer, pinned his badge.  Chief VanderWiel 

thanked the Council, all employees of the Police Department, and 

Staff, and gave a special thanks to his family commenting that, “It 

is quite an honor to be appointed.”  



  

PUBLIC COMMENT   

 

 Arthur Schmidt, downtown business owner, stated that Chief 

VanderWeil will make a great Chief.  Schmidt requested that the City 

unfreeze a Police Officer position to ease pressure for the other 

Police Officers.  He stated that the homeless situation gets worse 

with the summer season, and feels that as a community, we give too 

much to the homeless, and posed the question, “is the dollars we are 

spending quality dollars?” 

 

 Derrick Nunes downtown business owner presented a petition 

containing 143 signatures which “. . . calls on the City Council of 

Sonora to return Santa’s Village to its historic location in 

Courthouse Park for the 2018 holiday season and forward . . .”, and 

that “We the undersigned demand that the City Council of Sonora 

return Santa’s Village to its rightful place in Courthouse Park”. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Hawkins, second by Councilmember Plummer, 

that the Consent Calendar be approved as follows: 

1. Approval to pay invoices for previously budgeted expenses on 

June 5, 2018, in the amount of $_________________; and 

2. Approval of disbursements in the amount of $132,350.39, on May 

25, 2018, for payroll, inclusive of employee salaries, employer and 

employee taxes and retirement contributions, and miscellaneous 

voluntary employee deductions.  There was no public comment, and the 

MOTION passed unanimously.    

  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Special Olympics Torch Run.  The Council considered authorizing 

temporary closure of State Route 49 (Washington Street to Stockton 

Road) between the Red Church and the Mother Lode Fairgrounds to 

accommodate the Special Olympics Torch Run between 9:30 a.m. to 12 

p.m. on Saturday, June 16, 2018.  Recommending approval, 

Administrator Miller reviewed the request by Faustino Pulido, 

California Highway Patrol Officer, noting that it will be a rolling 

closure southbound from the Red Church to the Fairgrounds where 

there will be a Fundraiser for Special Olympics athletes.  

Encouraging Council approval, Officer Pulido presented event 

details.  Event coordinator Dan Voss reported that there are 106 

athletes in Tuolumne County; five athletes will be going to Seattle 

which is the first time Tuolumne County will have representation, 

and that eight athletes will be going to the Summer Games at UC 



Davis which will be televised on ESPN. Voss also commented that he 

is in favor of the City hiring additional Police Officers.   

 

There was no further public comment, and upon MOTION by 

Councilmember Plummer, second by Councilmember Hawkins, it was 

unanimously carried that the Council approves the request as 

presented. 

 

 Close Linoberg Street for Special Event/Authorize Possession 

and Consumption of Alcohol.  The Council considered the request by 

Nayland Chapell, owner of the Sonora Tap Room, to authorize closure 

of Linoberg Street for its second annual Summer Kick-Off event and 

for the possession and consumption of alcohol.  Recommending 

conditional approval, Administrator Miller presented the request 

citing Ordinance No. 827 which provides for authority by the Council 

to grant approval to possess and consume alcohol at public parks, 

streets, etc.  Miller reported that the event is being held on June 

23, 2018, with street closure from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. and event 

between the hours of 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., and he listed conditions for 

approval.  

 

The Mayor Pro-Tem asked for any public comment.  A member of the 

public opposed approval stating that it would violate the ABC 

License and also violate State law.  Applicant Chappel commented 

that they have secured the additional license required, and it would 

not be in violation of the ABC License.  Chappel reviewed event 

details stating that last years event was great.  There was no 

further comment. 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Segarini, second by Councilmember Hawkins, 

and unanimously carried that Linoberg Street be closed for the event 

and possession and consumption of alcohol be allowed subject to the 

following conditions: 

 Obtain Special Event Permit for street closure 

 Obtain the required ABC License 

 Provide the required liability insurance 

 Provide exit and no smoking signs fire extinguishers and 

occupancy limits as required by the Fire Department 

 Provide security staffing at all entrance/exit location(s) 

as required by ABC 

 Place “no alcohol beyond this point” signs at all exits as 

required by the Police Department 

 Placer “road closed” and/or “detour” signs as directed by 

the Public Works Department 

 Provide “fenced” enclosure as required by ABC and the 

Police Department 

  

Resolution No. 06-04-2018-A re Parking Restrictions for Mother 

Lode Fair.  The Council considered adoption of Resolution No. 06-04-

2018-A approving temporary No Parking zones on certain City Streets 

to accommodate pedestrian, as well as vehicle traffic, associated 



with the Mother Lode Fair to be held Thursday, July 5, 2018, through 

Sunday, July 8, 2018.  Recommending approval, Police Chief 

VanderWiel reviewed the provisions of the Resolution.  The Mayor 

Pro-Tem asked for any public comment. 

 

A member of the public said that she hopes there will be free public 

transportation coordinating with the Tuolumne County transit system, 

and asked if the Police Explorers would be present at the crosswalk 

the entire time.  Chief VanderWiel responded that the Explorers will 

be present during the busy hours and evenings.  He also stated that 

lights will be provided for the night hours, and that the 

enforcement within the Fair will be provided by the Sheriff 

Department.  Administrator Miller added that the City provides its 

services as a courtesy, it is not the City’s obligation; it is the 

responsibility of the State and the Agricultural Association. 

 

There was no further public comment, and upon MOTION by 

Councilmember Plummer, second by Councilmember Segarini, it was 

unanimously carried that said Resolution be approved and adopted 

authorizing temporary No Parking zones for the duration of the Fair 

from Thursday, July 5, 2018, through Sunday, July 8, 2018. 

 

 Resolution No. 06-04-2018-B Regarding Beacon Program.  The 

Council considered approving Resolution No. 06-04-2018-B which 

authorizes City participation in the Institute for Local Government 

Beacon Program, a Statewide Program that provides a framework for 

local governments to share best practices that create healthier, 

more efficient communities, and honors voluntary efforts by local 

governments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, save energy and 

adopt policies that promote sustainability.  Administrator Miller, 

noting that participation is voluntary, reviewed the provisions of 

the Resolution and Program goals.   

 

Councilmembers had concern about the amount of work that would need 

to be done by the City, including the amount of time that needs to 

be committed by Staff, and the financial impacts.  Mayor Pro-Tem 

Garaventa supported involvement in the Program.  MOTION by 

Councilmember Hawkins and second by Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa that 

Resolution No. 06-04-2018-B be adopted.  The MOTION failed to pass 

by the following vote:  Ayes: Garaventa and Hawkins; Noes: Plummer 

and Segarini.   

 

 Resolution No. 06-04-2018-C Regarding Policy for Projects 

Funded by State and Federal Grant Monies. The Council considered 

approving Resolution No. 06-04-2018-C, adopting policy and 

procedures set forth in Chapter 10, Consultant Section, in the 

Caltrans Local Assistance Procedures Manual.  Noting that adoption 

is a City mandate, Community Development Director Kellogg reviewed 

the Resolution provisions.  Kellogg reported that local agencies 

requesting Federal or State transportation funds for Architectural 

and Engineering consulting services must follow the selection and 

contracting procedures detailed in Chapter 10.  Previously, prior to 



its adoption, only those jurisdictions that desired to use a 

different procurement process were required to obtain advance 

approval from the Federal Highways Administration and/or the 

Caltrans; with the recent policy changes even jurisdictions 

procuring the Chapter 10 policies and procedures must adopt this 

Chapter. 

 

There was no public comment, and upon MOTION by Councilmember 

Plummer, second by Councilmember Hawkins, it was unanimously carried 

that Resolution No. 06-04-2018-C be approved and adopted. 

 

 Fiscal Year 2019 Budget Workshop.  Administrator Miller 

presented the Budget report for FY 2019, covering the period July 1, 

2018 through June 30, 2018.  He reviewed General and Special Fund 

Revenues, Calpers Rates, FTEs for each Department, 2018 Carryover 

Projects and Capital Expenditures.  A copy of said report is 

attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and included herein for and by 

reference. Miller reported that it is a status quo Budget with no 

changes in operations or staff.  The Mayor Pro-Tem asked for any 

public comment. 

 

Arthur Schmidt commented that there are not 10 Police Officers 

listed on the website; is he missing something?  Administrator 

Miller explained that there are 6 Officers with 4 recruitments, and 

if hired, there will be 10.  Miller commented that the City was not 

in a position to fill the Lieutenant position until the City had a 

Police Chief, and can now do that. Schmidt added that the City is 

“way behind the ball”, we only have 6, and there should be 10.  

Councilmember Segarini said that the process takes forever to get 

them on board, and it is very frustrating.  Attorney White said that 

his Firm represents 10 or 12 cities throughout California, and not a 

single one is fully staffed with their Police Officers, much of it 

being due to the current difficult climate for Police Officers.   

 

A member of the public commented that there are no car charging 

stations in the City, and hopes that the City obtain grants to 

provide for installation. 

 

There was no further public comment, and no direction to Staff to 

make changes, therefore the draft Budget will be brought back to the 

Council at its next Meeting on June 18, 2018.  

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

None. No public comment. 

 

VISION SONORA COMMITTEE REPORT 

None. No public comment. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None. No public comment. 

 

COUNCILMEMBER/DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  



Fire Chief New reported that she had submitted an application for 

Federal grant monies through FEMA for a new engine and equipment.  

She noted that engines can run anywhere from $375,000 to $850,000.  

Councilmember Segarini reported that he had attended the 

Townhall/Merchants Meeting on May 23, 2018.  Mayor Pro-Tem Garaventa 

reported that he attended the May 31, 2018, Special Local Agency 

Formation Commission Meeting, and that he attended the Celebration 

of Life for former Mayor and Councilmember Marlee Powell.  

 

ADJOURN 

There being no further business to come before the Council at this 

time, the Regular Session Meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. to the 

next Regular Meeting on Monday, June 18, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers at City Hall.  

  

 

 

     _______________________________________ 

     Marijane Cassinetto, City Clerk    Date 


